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What is Remote Sensing? 

• Short Answer: Any type of information you 

gather where you aren’t physically present… 

Images: wikimedia commons, Google, NASA, ESA 
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Satellites 
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Airborne 

Images: Rob Bingham, NASA, BAS, 



Passive vs. Active 

ASTER DEM, © 

NASA/JAXA 

Quickscat, © NASA 

Airborne LiDAR 
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Passive vs. Active 
©

 E
S

A
 

©
 N

E
R

C
 ©

 N
A

S
A

 

©
 N

A
S

A
 



Why POLAR Remote Sensing? 

• Hard to get to 

• Big areas 

• Dangerous 

• (very) Cold 

• Expensive work 

• Easy / free data 



Conclusion 

– http://lance.nasa.gov/imagery/rapid-response/ 

– http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/Features/ 

category.php?cat_id=16 

– http://www.esa.int/esaEO/index.html 

– www.polarnetwork.org  

– www.apecs.is 

– www.eotechcluster.org.uk 
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